
 

attend all concerts.  Our students, 
Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Modin, 
work very hard in preparation for 
their concerts and will be very ea-
ger to perform for their parents 
and friends. This is what makes 
working at an elementary so great.  
Our students are enthusiastic 
about school, learning and most 
importantly excited about life and 
all of the wonderful opportunities 
the future holds. Have a wonderful 
holiday season! 

                    Thank you...Mr. Griffitts          

 

Chronicle Cottonwood  

Kindness, Tardiness P. 2 

All I Want For Christmas P. 2 

Parent Information, Flu P. 3 

Coming Events P. 3 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events P. 4 

HOLIDAY 
ACTIVITIES 

 





















































































Cottonwood Families, 
 

It is hard to believe we have al-
most reached the midpoint of this 
school year.  Our teachers and stu-
dents have been working very hard 
to make the first semester a suc-
cess. Cottonwood Elementary has 
upcoming holiday music programs. 
Due to COVID restrictions, the 
grade levels will perform separate-
ly. The 3rd and 4th grade students 
will have their holiday programs on 
Monday, December 6. The 3rd 
Grade at 6:00 p.m. and the 4th 
grade at 6:45 p.m.  The 1st and 2nd 
grade students will have their holi-
day programs on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 7. The 1st grade at 6:00 p.m. 
and the 2nd grade at 6:45 p.m.  The 
5th grade orchestra will have a con-
cert at Central High School, on 
Thursday, December 9, at 7:00 
p.m. We will be requiring masks to 

This newsletter looks even better 
in color on the web: 

www.305cottonwood.com 



 

miss 30 hours of instruction 

during the year?  All students 

start their day with reading 

class.  Very important skills and 

concepts are taught during 

those first minutes of class.  

Without those concepts, learn-

ing to read is more difficult.  

Please note how many instruc-

tional days your child loses by 

being tardy: 

 5 minutes a day = 3 days a 

year 

 15 minutes a day = 9 days a 

year 

 30 minutes a day = 18 days a 

year 

In addition, promptness is an 

important life skill that can be 

learned through practice.  

Please help model this im-

portant skill for your children. 

When a 

student 

walks into class late it disrupts 

the teacher and the students 

and detracts from the learning 

process. 

The number of students who 

are tardy on a regular basis is a 

concern.  Being late for school 

hurts your child’s learning.  Did 

you know that a student who is 

ten minutes late every day will 

During this holiday season 
and the month of Decem-
ber it’s important to focus 
on the character trait of 
being caring, compassion-
ate citizens and encourag-
ing others.   
Thoughts can lead to words 
and words can lead to ac-
tions.  That’s why kindness 
and compassion begins 
with the way your child 
feels about others.  Use 
these suggestions for rais-
ing a kind, caring, and com-
passionate child: 
• Your child will be more 
likely to speak nicely to 
others if they are used to 
thinking kindly.  If they 
catch themselves mentally 
criticizing a friend’s clothes, 
for example, they might try 
to find something they like 
about the outfit 
(her shirt is a 
nice color).   
• The words 
your child choos-
es can affect 
their behavior 
toward people.  
Remind them to 

eling generosity and com-
passion to children is es-
sential. This can easily be 
done by demonstrating 
acts of giving in the home, 
school, & community. En-
courage kids to brain-
storm creative ways of 
giving of their time or be-
longings, participate in a 
clothing or canned good 
drive, volunteer in the 
community, send a letter 
or care package to our 
troops overseas, sponsor 
a Christmas angel at a lo-
cal church or store, or do-
nate to a charity that pro-
vides holiday assistance. 
How will your child show a 
caring and compassionate 
spirit this holiday season 
and throughout the com-
ing year?   

avoid negative labels.  In-
stead of calling someone 
“selfish” for instance, they 
might say, “I feel upset that 
he didn’t share with me.” 
• Doing good deeds on a 
regular basis can make car-
ing and compassion a habit.  
Encourage your child to be 
on the lookout for ways to 
reach out to others.  Lending 
a pencil to another student, 
helping a younger sibling on 
the playground, or spending 
extra time with a pet are 
simple, everyday ways they 
can be kind.   
While many adults open 
their hearts, their wallets, & 
their schedules by giving to 
others in need this time of 
year, often our children’s 
minds are on what they will 
be getting. Teaching & mod-



Notice of  
Nondiscrimination 

Unified School District #305 does 
not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, 
age, or disability in admission or 
access to, or treatment or em-
ployment in, its programs and 
activities and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and 
other designated youth 
groups.  Any person having in-
quiries concerning Unified School 
District #305 compliance with the 
regulations implementing Title 
VI, ADA, Title IX, or Section 504 is 
directed to contact the Unified 
School District #305 Executive 
Director of Human Resources, 
P.O. Box 797, Salina, Kansas 
67402, 785-309-4726. 

watery.  Allergies occur during 
different seasons depending on 
what the person is allergic to and 
can last weeks or months.  

Talk to your child’s doctor about 
tests to determine the cause of 
the allergies and proper treat-
ment.  Avoidance of the specific 
“allergen” is the best preventa-
tive.  If that is not possible, short 
or long term relief can be provid-
ed with both over-the-counter 
and prescription drugs. 

COLDS— Your child can usually 
feel cold symptoms developing 
over a few days.  Symptoms may 
be the same as those for aller-
gies, but without itching of the 
ears, nose and throat.  Your child 
could have a sore throat, cough, 
or mild fever.  Nasal discharges 
are thin and clear at the onset 
but can change to thick, yellow or 
green.  Colds usually occur during 
the fall and winter and should 
clear up in 7 to 10 days.  Tempo-
rary relief of symptoms can be 
achieved with over-the-counter 
antihistamine and decongestants.  
Antibiotics will not help a cold.  If 
symptoms do not clear up within 
2 weeks, talk to your child’s doc-
tor. 

Relief for your child is all we real-
ly want from the stuffy nose, 
hacking cough or aching muscles 
that are so common this time of 
year.  Understanding the source 
of the particular symptoms your 
child is experiencing is the key to 
getting them the relief they need.  
It makes a big difference if the 
illness is caused by an allergy, a 
cold or the flu.   

If your child is prone to “colds” 
for a good part of the year, it is 
entirely possible that they are 
actually suffering from allergies.  
With proper treatment, their 
allergy symptoms could be less-
ened or entirely eliminated.  
However, if left unattended, the 
allergies could develop into sinus 
infections or ear infections. 

It is important to try to distin-
guish between colds, allergies 
and flu because untreated flu can 
sometimes lead to complications 
such as bronchitis or pneumonia. 
 

What are the Differences? 

ALLERGIES—Symptoms usually 
strike quickly and can include 
runny nose, sneezing, wheezing, 
or watery and itchy eyes.  Nasal 
discharges are clear, thin and 

Upcoming Events 

Classes Resume    January 5 

No School      January 17 

Spring Pictures    February 2 

Parent/Teacher Conferences February 16 & 17  

No School     February 17 & 18 

No School/Teacher Workday March 11 

Spring Break    March 15 - 19 

No School/Inservice   April 11 

Last Day for Students   May 19 

FLU—The onset of flu can be 
sudden and symptoms often 
include exhaustion, headache 
and severe aches and pains.  
Occasionally a stuffy nose, sneez-
ing and sore throat are added to 
the mixture of symptoms.  A 
cough is common and can be-
come severe.  High temperatures 
(102-104) can last 3-4 days while 
a general weakness or fatigue can 
continue for 2-3 weeks.  Your 
child’s doctor may prescribe anti-
viral medications to relieve flu 
symptoms.   

Check with your child’s doctor 
about scheduling them for the flu 
vaccine. Getting the flu shot is a 
simple action that can save your 
child and your family a lot of dis-
comfort this winter. 

 

CHECK THE 
LOST & FOUND 

All items left in our 
overflowing lost & 
found box as of Tues-
day, December 21, 
2021 will be donated 
to a charitable organi-
zation during winter 
break.  If your child is 
missing a coat, glove, 
hat, etc., please have 
them take a look at 
what has accumulat-
ed or come in and 
look yourself.  Please 
wear a mask. 
 

We also have a con-
tainer in the office 
that has a collection 
of small items such as 
glasses, keys, toys,   
etc.  Call the office if 
you are missing one 
of these items. 
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December 2021  

6:30 p.m. 

Cash & Carry Store Dec. 15, 16 & 17 

Holiday 

Music 

Program 

1st && 2nd 

Orchestra 
Concert 

7:00 pm 
Central High 

Holiday 
 

Music 
 

Program 
 

3rd &  4th 

"Christmas is a day of meaning and traditions, a special day spent in 
the warm circle of family and friends." ~Margaret Thatcher 

Cash Store 

No School - Winter Break  
December to Jan.  

No School - Winter Break - See you next year! 


